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Keynote Speech by Hon'be Ishwar Pokhrel, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defence on
Interests of Small and Medium Sized Countries       
and Common Security
(9th Beijing Xiangshan Forum, 20-22 Oct 2019)
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates and Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
May I begin by expressing my deep gratitude to the Government of the People’s Republic of China, in particular, His Excellency Defense Minister General Wei Fenghe for inviting me to attend this important forum and for the warm hospitality extended to my delegation.
Nepal and China enjoy deep rooted friendly and cooperative ties based on the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence. Equality, non-interference in internal affairs, and sensitivity to each other’s core interests and concerns are the significant features of our close and cordial relations. Nepal is steadfast in its one-China policy, and is committed on not allowing any anti-China activities in its soil. The regular exchange of high-level visits has nurtured our bonds of friendship, and deepened the relations of trust and understanding between the two countries. Earlier this month, Chinese President His Excellency Xi Jinping paid a State Visit to Nepal, and opened a new chapter in the history of our age-old relations. This visit has elevated our relations to a new height and upgraded them to Nepal-China Strategic Partnership of Cooperation Featuring Ever-lasting Friendship for Development and Prosperity. The understandings reached and agreements signed between Nepal and China during the visit will open-up new vistas of mutual cooperation in different areas including development of infrastructures, enhancing connectivity and promoting trade, investment and tourism between the two friendly neighbours.
Let me take this opportunity to extend to the people and the Government of China, sincere and heartfelt congratulations on the 70th Anniversary of the Founding of the People’s Republic of China. Under the able leadership of the Communist Party, China has made path-breaking achievements in these seven decades, and set a unique example of social transformation and economic development. The people of Nepal cherish China’s development achievements with the pride of a close friend and neighbor, and wish for continued prosperity and happiness of the Chinese nation. 

Distinguished Participants,
Let me extend my sincere appreciation to all the distinguished speakers earlier for sharing thoughtful ideas and views on building partnership, exchanging economic cooperation, strengthening international security, maintaining lasting peace, stability and combating terrorism in today's interconnected world. I also echo my voice with those speakers who expressed their views on protecting interests of all nations and promoting the concept of collective security based on the principles of mutual trust, respect, confidence and cooperation among countries of all sizes.  
Nepal has always been working together with friendly countries in forging greater harmony and co-operation among nation-states for achieving the common goals of peace, security and development in the world. While working in concert for mutually beneficial co-operation, we uphold the principle of sovereign equality among nation-states. Our principled position on the equality of nations remains unshakeable, as well as the fact that all countries, irrespective of their physical size should be treated as equals in the comity of nations. It is not the size of a country that matters in maintaining world peace and security, but the value of its contributions in building an international order that is equitable, harmonious and co-operative.
Distinguished Participants,
Security is not limited to a geographical boundary - it is about universal management of cross-cutting issues that impact on peace, security and well-being of people everywhere. Poverty anywhere is a threat to peace and prosperity everywhere. Violence and terrorism in one country can cause wider impacts on the peace and security of another country. Considering this reality, more advanced nations should extend support for development opportunities of poor and underdeveloped countries in order to strengthening security of their own. 
Many developing countries have a weak economic base. Poverty, brain drain, illiteracy, unemployment and trade deficit are common problems of many countries facing development challenges. Nepal being an LDC, and at the same time being landlocked, faces multiple challenges too. Lack of territorial access to the sea, remoteness and isolation from world markets, and high transit costs have made our trade cost at least 20% higher than that of the coastal states. This continues to impose serious constraints on the overall socio-economic development of Nepal. Low connectivity, low integration in the international trade, weak infrastructures, and low human capacity pose several challenges for accelerating socio-economic growth. To overcome these challenges and constraints, support from more developed countries is of high importance for expediting the pace of development of many LLDCs including Nepal.
Nepal believes that against this background, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), initiated by Chinese President H. E. Xi Jinping, has opened up new avenues of development for many countries. As a country sharing a common border of more than 1400 k.m. with China, this initiative is of special significance for Nepal. Nepal and China have agreed to jointly build the Trans-Himalayan Multidimensional Connectivity Network. Under this framework of co-operation, Nepal will work together with China to enhance its connectivity with the outer world by building infrastructures, such as road, rails and airways, and communications networks.
Distinguished Participants,
Let me share some thoughts on security of the countries comprising the international community. We advocate for the equality of all countries, irrespective of size. While promoting our national agendas, we continue to be engaged in international forums and make our positions clear on issues of global concern. Nepal’s engagement with the international community is directed by the principles of Panchasheel, non-alignment, the UN Charter, international law and norms of world peace. We pursue the attainment of a just and equitable international order in which all states, small or big, fulfill their international obligations in good faith and all countries enjoy equitable opportunities to fulfill aspirations for development and prosperity. This is the basic philosophy that guides Nepal’s international relations. 
As a peace-loving country, Nepal has been making valuable contributions in maintaining and promoting peace and stability across the globe. Our active participation in UN peacekeeping operations is an example of such efforts. I recall with pleasure that during the 8th Beijing Xiangshan Forum last year, I had the opportunity to highlight our contributions to international peace.   
Distinguished Participants,
I would also like to reiterate our genuine concern over the impact of environmental degradation and implications of climate change. As a mountainous country with a relatively fragile ecosystem, Nepal suffers from the impacts of climate change despite its very negligible share in emissions. Climate change has posed serious threats to mountain ecology and economy. To highlight the worst impact of climate change on mountains, the first episode of the Sagarmatha Sambad (Dialogue) to be hosted by Nepal in the first half of 2020 will be climate change.  While formal invitations for this Forum will be arriving in your capitals soon, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome high level participation from China and all other countries present here to join this important Dialogue. 
Considering the alarming impact of climate change on ecologically fragile nations like Nepal, we call on developed and industrialized countries to extend support for environmental protection, and for preserving our fragile mountain ecology in its original form. In this light, it would be a remiss of me here, not to make a particular mention of the immense humanitarian aid mission conducted by China in the aftermath of devastating earthquake in Nepal in April 2015.
Distinguished Participants,
The existing global system is based on interdependence and interconnectedness between nation-states. We all are well aware of the fact that the globalization and its effects have transcended the boundaries of the states. At present, it is virtually impossible for any country to remain out of this globalized network. And, we continue to face challenges of keeping pace with the rapidly changing global economic environment and the competitive market economy. In this context, regional and international cooperation are of much greater importance than ever. It is therefore the collective duty of the international community to enhance support measures for the economic agendas of the less developed countries.
Likewise, the advent of globalization has unleashed ​unprecedented economic and social opportunities. Affordable communication has expanded the horizons of each individual creating unparalleled opportunities in diverse sectors. At the same time, it has also opened the floodgates for a host of transnational security threats starting from terrorism, arms and drug smuggling, human trafficking, and financial crime to organized crime. The spillover effects of these threats transcend national boundaries. Nepal is earnestly committed to addressing these adverse effects in an effective manner. In this regard, we look forward to genuine cooperation, partnership and collaboration with friendly countries and the international community.
Distinguished Participants,
Nepal has been constantly engaged in regional and international forums to voice our concerns as a landlocked country, and seek for regional or international arrangements to provide us with the opportunity to accommodate our economic agendas into larger economic frameworks. 
Our involvement in such forums is purely based on a policy of non-alignment. Our participation in multilateral and bilateral military exercises and our involvement in a multitude of high level military visits and exchange, amply highlight the ever growing areas of our defence cooperation with our friendly countries.
Our bilateral and multilateral military engagements are purely based on mutual necessity and are not directed against the national interests of any other country. Nepal will never allow its soil to be used against the interests of any friend or neighbor. We have been stressing that ‘friendship with all and enemy with none’ is the guiding mantra of our foreign policy. This policy will always remain at the core of our foreign policy priority. 
Before I conclude, allow me to briefly update you on Nepal’s recent developments. In the recent past, Nepal has entered into the republican era and adopted a federal structure of governance. We have concluded  a decade long insurgency through homegrown peace process, and promulgated a federal democratic Constitution in September 2015 by the Constituent Assembly, and successfully held elections of all three tiers of federal set up- local, provincial and federal - in 2016- 2017. We have  now entered into a phase of political stability, which has enabled a greater  focus  on strengthening good governance, accelerating economic growth and boosting infrastructure development.
The present Government formed under the leadership of Prime Minister Rt. Hon'ble K P Sharma Oli is committed to graduating Nepal from LDCs status by 2022 to a middle-level income country by 2030, and realize the SDGs by the same date.  We have been guided by the national aspiration of "Prosperous Nepal: Happy Nepali". To that end, several crucial areas have been identified as game-changer. They include modernization of agriculture; accelerating industrialization; generation of hydro-power; developing tourism; building infrastructures; and human resource development by focusing on health and education. 
In this context, I would like to call upon entrepreneurs from China and abroad to invest in Nepal. With the institutionalization of peace and stability, Nepal offers a highly attractive environment for investment with adequate legislative and institutional arrangements. Nepal’s untapped resource base, young workforce, and close proximity to the two largest markets in the world present  unparalleled investment opportunities for foreign entrepreneurs. 
Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen:
To highlight Nepal’s unique tourism attractions, we are celebrating the year 2020 as Visit Nepal Year. Nepal is the birthplace of Shakyamuni Buddha and home to the top 10 of the 14 highest peaks on earth. We  have blue skies, white water, clean air, pristine land, majestic Himalayas, wildlife safaris, natural conservation areas, panoramic trekking routes, world’s best rafting rivers, medieval culture, 7 world heritage sites within a 20-km radius, rich cultural traditions and mesmerizing scenic beauty, and yoga and naturopathy. Let me extend to you a cordial invitation to visit this incredible land, the country of Nepal. I can assure you all that it will be a unique experience, and the memory of a lifetime. 
I wish this Forum a grand success.
Thank you. Xie Xie!
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