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Saddharmapundarika Vaipulya Sutram -
A Review

Introduction

Saddharmapundarika Vaipulya (great) Sutra is
one of the nine holy Mahayana Buddhist Texts.
This book consists of twenty seven chapters
(parivarta).The term Saddharma means right laws
propagated by the Buddha. B.R, Ambedkar de-
fines the term Saddharma as the one that teaches
Worth not the Birth is the measure of man. In other
words Dharma means righteousness that includes
Prajna and Karuna (wisdom and compassion).
Ambedkar further writes-It is unique amalgama-
tion of Pradnya and Karuna .The word Pundarika
is synonym to lotus pure, sweet scented, beauti-
ful and clear. A lotus symbolizes truth, beauty and
fairness. It is also the symbol of Buddhism and
Laws or teachings of the Buddha.l In this regard
Assaluyan Sutta is cited from Deegha Nikaya. Paray-
aya is used as equivalent or synonym for Dharma
(Laws).Vaipulya Sutra is taken as great Sutra. It is
meant for memorization.

Scholars think that Saddharmapundariks Su-
tra, (SDPS) and other Texts of Nava Grantas or
Sutras are the works of Maitreya (spiritual) Bud-
dha. In the Iast chapter of the SDPS, Manjushree
is referred as interpreter of the Text and this Text
is also referred as the Mahanirdesh of the Buddha.
In true sense of term Bhikshu Manjushree is said
to have written the Text and he is supposed to be
the monk of the first century A.D. or First century

- Prof.Dr. Khadga Man Shrestha

B.C. In the opening of the book, Maitreya Bud-
dha says that Manjushree Bodhisattva possessed
wisdom. Manjushree Bodhisattva gives account of
five kinds of light of the Buddha who was preach-
ing in Gridhakuta hill (Vulture Park). In that light
many Buddha realms appear. It may be noted that
Maitreya Buddha is taken as the composer of all
the Texts of Nava Surtas. He is also taken as future
Buddha or spiritual Buddha or Bodhisattva. In
the same way, Manjushree is also a spiritual Bud-
dha or Bodhisattva. Being it a religious scripture,
the author is spiritual in nature. But in true sense
of term Manjushree Bhikshu was taken as the au-
thor of the Text. With regard to the contents of the
Text, Min Bahadur Shakya referring the opinion
of Har Dayal writes-the earliest part of the Text
from chapter I to XX belong to the first century
B.C. While the supplementary chapters XXI to
XXVIbelong to the third century A.D. 2. Although
it is controversial, SDPS is regarded as the words
of the Buddha. “Yetha maya shrutam” is given as
a source of the Text. It is stated that the Buddha
taught Mahayana Buddhism in the Vulture Park in
Rajgriha and the source given in the Text is “Yetha
maya shrutam” (as 1 have heard). Thus the scrip-
ture is composed by the third person. SDPS is re-
garded as a holy Text of Mahayana Buddhism. It is
a scripture based on Mahayana philosophy. It is a
living cultural heritage of the Buddhists of Nepal.



The Mahayana Buddhist Texts is known as Nava
Grantha, Nava Dharma and Nava Vaipulya Sutra

These Texts are

Lalitavistara Sutra
Saddharmapundarika Sutra
Suvarna prava Sutra
Samadhiraj-Sutra

Lankavatara Sutra

Gandhavyuha Sutra

Dashabhumika Sutra

Astasahareika Prajna paramita Sutra
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Tathagataguhyaka Sutra

Those texts have tremendous influence in
the spiritual and religious life of the Buddhists of
Nepal. Vajracharya priests recite those Texts, one
each in twelve confluences. In the nine confluenc-
es Tirthasthalas (pilgrimage centres) of the valley,
the following Texts are assigned to be recited by
Buddhist devotees through their Vajracharya Gu-
rus within twelve months at the demise of their
family member for spiritual solace of mind.. The
devotees also perform oblation or Shradha cer-

emony over there as sacrament..

Se.No.| Pilgrimage Centre Texts recited
- Prajanaparamita,
1. Punya Tirtha, Gokarna Chapter XXXII
: .. |GandhaVyuha,
2. |Shanta Tirtha, Gujeswari Chapter VI
3 Shanker Tirtha, Dasha Bhumika
~ |Shankhamula Sutra, Chapter XXX
i : Samadhiraj Sutra,
4. |RajTirtha, Gautil Chaper IV
5 Manohar Tirtha, Lankavatar Sutra,
' Khusinkhel Chapter X
" ; i . {Saddharmapundarika,
6. |Nirmal Tirtha,Vijeswari Chapter XXVIL
. . |Tathagata Guhyaka,
7. Jnana Tirtha, Kankeswari Chapter XXXV
. Lalitvistara
8. nana Tirtha, Kondoklu Chapter, XXVII
: i Suvarna Pravash,
9, Chintamani Tirtha,Nakhu ChapterXXl

It is obvious that Saddharmapundarika
Sutra,(SDPS) deals with Paramartha Satya (Spiri-
tual Truth). It is also stated that SDPS contains the
teachings of the Buddhas prior to Shakvamuni
Buddha.

In the beginning of the Text. it is mentioned
Vaipulyasutrirzzm  Paromartnrrsaerdesham  Sad-
dharmapundariczm Serrearearsersem V achthya3

Meaning there by = The great Sutraraja
Saddharmapurizic is the great directions of the
Buddha and words or teaduangs of the spiritual
heroes of the past ..

It is stated that the Sa—a were translated
into Chinese in 68 A D.4 F = akwo stated that Sad-
dharmapundaricz Sum: SDPS: was translated into
Chinese in 255 A D=.

The tradition of reczaton of the scriptures
has come down from semeraan % generation.
The Mahavana Buddhists o€ 2 Valley have been
following this tradion 25 rehgoes rizes and ritu-
als .In the Text is Jeariv wrreen ha the Buddha
preached one -z or e waw mx Trvana (not
three). The svsterm. he preachad = Bodhmsattvaya-
na. The other name of Mahavana = Badhisattvay-
ana.

History of Buddhis Searly mentions that
the Buddhists remained w—=d Sor coe hundred
years after the \Mizms—-mouw o S Buddha
about 5343 B.C. Dissentions anpearad among the
progressive and orthodox Buddizs monks. The
\ahasanghikas

held a separate cound and relaxed the rules pre-

progressive monks knowT 22

scribed to the monks. Henceforsy the progressive
monks were known as Mahasanchikas. Refer-
ences of Mahasanghika morks are available in the
cities of the Kathmandu Vallev during Licchavi
period ie. in Sankhu atv and Chyamhasimha
area of Bhaktapur. The deities mentioned in SDPS
are visible in the miniature C%z:5uz of Tvagal Tole,
Patan. The names of the deities are Bodhisattva
Manjushree, Samanta Bhadra, Akshobhva Bud-
dha as well as Shakvamuni Buddha. It indicated



that Saddharmapundarita Sutra was popular during
Licchavi period.6

It is also clear that during the reign of Kani-
ska in the First Century A.D Mahayana Buddhist
scrptures were widely read. Saddharmapundarika
Su:a is closely related with the culture of Nepal.
3h:ktidas Shrestha in the publication note of the
Text, published in Nepal Bhasa writes-“The Text
nas greatly contributed in flourishing the culture
and divilization and bring about the spiritual uni-
o among the countries of Asia as a whole i.e. in
the countries of Nepal, India, China including Ti-
2et. Mongolia, Korea and Japan”.7

Publication of the Text in different
languages

Saddharmapundarika Sutra was written in
sanskrit. The Text has been translated in many
-anguages. Dibya Vajra Vajracharya has given the
sum and substance of the Nava Sutra Sangraha in
Nepali in 1943 V.S. After the dawn of democracy
n the country, Asha Kaji Vajracharya (Ganesh Raj)
oublished the Suvarna Pravas in Nepal Bhasha.
Roval Nepal Academy published the Suvarna
Pravas and this Text in Nepali. After the Pala and
Sena dynasty in India, Buddhists works like Nava
Sutra Sangraha were destroyed by the non-believ-
ars i.e. Muslims. The manuscripts of the Nava Su-
ra Sangraha written in palm leaf, Neel Patra and
Haritalika are found in Newari script. After the
Pala and Sena dynasty in India, Buddhists works
like Nava Sutra Sangraha were destroyed by the
non-believers i.e. Muslims. Nepali scholars and
Tibetan Gumbas preserved the manuscripts.

The manuscripts of the Nava Sutra Sangraha
written in palm leaf and Neel Patra and Harit-
alika in Nepali script like Bhuji-mol, Ranjana and
popular Devnagari script were preserved in great
number. The Buddhist Viharas and houses of dis-
tinguished

In 1933 A.D. during Rana rule in Nepal,
Mr. Brian Hodgson discovered Nava Sutras, Nava

Wakarnas and Nava Dharmas in great number in
the Kathmandu Valley. He got 381 packets of Ma-
hayana Texts. These manuscripts written in San-
skrit showed similar features of subject matter in
the manuscripts found in China, Japan, and Tibet
written in Pali language.

Dr. Rajendra Lal Mitra has published a bib-
liography of Sanskrit Buddhist literature of Nepal.
The Gumbas of Tibet also possessed many Bud-
dhist manuscripts copied in Nepal. They tremen-
dously helped in the preservation and develop-
ment of Mahayana Buddhist literature of Nepal.
Thus Nava Sutra Sangraha is the store house of Ma-
hayana Buddhist literature in Nepal. 8.

It is also stated in this context that the great
Mahayana Buddhist philosopher Basu Bandhu
whose Stupa is located nearby Purana Svayambhu
is also referred as copier of Saddharmapundarika
Sutra. Documentary evidences refer that the Kath-
mandu Valley is the Prajnapuri, the Saddharma
Kshetra and the metropolitan city.9

Synopsis of the nine Buddhist Texts, Nava
Sutra Sangraha translated by Pt. Dibya Bajra Ba-
jracharya was published in Nepali in 1990 A.D.by
Bodhi Prakashan Kendra. It included the sum-
mary of Saddharmapundarika Sutra too. In the same
way Pt. Saddharma Raj Bajrachara’s translation
of Saddharmapundarika Sutra, edited by his father
Pt. Asha Kaji Bajracharya in Nepal Bhasha has
been published by Lotus Research Centre in 1990
A.D. In the publicity note, the Centre has high-
lighted the Text as the one which lays emphasis
on Upayekausalya (skillful means), Buddhayana
and Avalokitesvara cult. It is one of the prominent
Texts of Mahayana Buddhism. Earlier in 1984 A.D.
H. Karn had published Saddharmapundarika Sutra
in English.

The Mahayana Buddhists of Nepal regard
the Text as their philosophy, religion as well as
their way of life. In Buddhist Viharas of Nepal the
Text is worshipped with great reverence, putting
the Text in a Khat (Chariot) procession is carried



out, recite the Text wishing good wishes and at-
tainment of spirituality.

Subject matter of the Text

This Text Saddharmapundarika Vaipulya Su-
tra taken for study consists of twenty seven chap-
ters. In the first Chapter entitled Nidanaparivarta,
Shakyamuni Buddha is shown as divine personal-
ity preaching Saddharma (right Laws) highlighting
Prabhaswar .In his Buddha realm appear Kaudinya
Mahashravaka, Mahaprajapati Gautami, Man-
jushree Bodhisattva practicing Bodhisattva charya.
Accounts of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas prior to
Shakyamuni Buddha, Pratyek Buddhas are de-
scribed. The chapter accounts for the prior Bud-
dhas as Chandra Surya Pradeep Buddha his eight
sons, Vimal Netra Baraprabha Buddha, Vinayaka
Buddha. They are referred as the prior Buddhas
who attained salvation or Samyek Sambuddhahood
and preached Saddharma .Chandra Surya Pradeep
Buddha is mentioned as Deepankar Buddha of the
hoary past. It is revealed that Manjushree in his
earlier birth was Baraprabha Buddha .It is shown
that the meritorious activities take the sentient be-
ings to elevated position as Samyek Sambuddha -
perfectly enlightened Buddha.

The second Chapter is entitled Upayekausalya
(Skill in means).It includes prose version as well as
one hundred and fifty Sutras (hymns). It deals with
Buddhayana “Yekamevayana na dwitiyam” (there is
only one vehicle not two). It accounts for the quali-
fications of a Shravak It lays emphasis on the fact
that the Buddha/s wisdom is without any limit.
Pre awakening is a way to Dharma. Awakening is
the way of salvation. The Buddha preached that
there are no two or three yanas(vehicles) or reli-
gious systems-Buddhayana is the Dharmayans. It
is taken as an example of skill in the employment
of means. It is taken as Sandhya Bhasa (vague lan-
guage).It deals with the fact that monks and nuns
should teach Buddhayana leaving all their egos
with full determination being free from all defile-

ments and get Buddhahood. They should not be
confused in Yanas. This chapter also highlights the
merit in erecting a chaitya. Making Buddha chaitya
or Buddha Stupa or making image of the Buddha
out of clay, metal and wood as well as sand and
dance before it playing instrumental music, recit-
ing hymns devotees attain great merit. These acts
are the charyas of Buddhism. No one should doubt
on it.

The third chapter deals with Aupamya. -
Upaya Kausalya (Skillful means )is only the contri-
bution of the Buddha. The Buddha has preached
Shrasvakayana , Prateyek Buddhayana and Bod-
hisattvayana integrating three yanas as Buddhay-
ana.. He illustrates it with a parable of a bumning
house.. This chapter mentions that the Buddha has
come to this world to give happiness to sentient
beings . He came as Dharma Raja (king of meta-
physics).The Buddha prophesizes that Sharipu-
tra would be the future Buddha because he had
performed Bodhisattva Charyas which empow-
ered him to be the Buddha in the days to come.
As the Buddha his name would be Padma Prabha.
He would teach Shravakayana, Bodhisattvayana,
Buddhayana, and Saddharma. By practicing the
Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Noble Paths
the Bodhisattva would be the Buddha for the wel-
fare of the sentient being i.e. “Buddho Bhabeyu Ja-
gato Hitaya”. They would not tell lie.

The fourth Chapter Adhimukti mentions the
prophecy of the Buddha that Subhuti Mahakashy-
apa, Mahakatyana, Maha Maugalyana and Shari-
taputra would be the Buddha in future. They all
express their obligation to the Buddha for this.
This chapter also deals with the illustrated story
of a rich father and a poor son. The rich father not
only provides job to his son lost fifty years ago but
make him clean the dirt of the house giving mon-
etary incentive. The Buddha appears here as a rich
man who possessed much resources.

The fifth Chapter on Aushadhi shows the
Buddha as Dharmaswami. The Buddha makes it



clear that Mahakashyapa and Mahashravaka has
realized the true traits of the Buddha. It is stated
that the Buddha has given Saddharma as the rain
give more water to herbs and shrubs. The Buddha
is compared with the sun and moon which dis-
pense darkness. All will get Buddhahood by Bo-
dhisattva charya or righteousness of the Buddha.
It is remarked that the Buddha way of life is the
way to Buddhahood or awareness. As in Bible this
chapter shows how the Buddha gave discourses
giving illustration of a blind man who realized
light and the best example is given for introduc-
ing yana comparing with a clay pot. A clay pot is
known as per the contents of the pot. Avidya (igno-
rance)creates delusion. As a blind man sees light
right view makes a man realize Sunyata (nothing-
ness) .All Dharmas are just like Sunyata. Bodhicitta
is the way of realizing Sunyata.

Sixth Chapter on Vyakarna —This chapter
deals with the accounts of Maha Kashyapa,

Maha Maudgalyana, Subhuti and Ma-
hakatyana. They venerate many many Buddhas.

The Buddha makes prophesy that Maha
Katyayana will be the Buddha named Rashmip-
ravasin the future. In the same way Subhuti Ma-
hasthavira will originate Bodhicitta and will be
Buddha named Shashi Ketu. His Buddha realm
will be known as Ratna Sambhava. Likewise Ma-
hakatyana will be the Buddha named Jambunad
Prabha. Similarly Maugalyayana will be the Bud-
dha named Tamalpatra Chandana Gandha, His
Buddha realm will be Manobhiram. He will give
discourses on Saddarma (right laws treating all as
equal), This discourse is given by the Buddha ad-
dressing the Bhikshu Sangh.

Seventh Chapter on Purva Yoga -Address-
ing the monks the Buddha says that the Buddha
named Mahabhijna Jnanabhibhu had defeated
many Maras living in Bodhimandap. He has six-
teen sons. Among them the eldest was Jnanakar.
Thev practiced Saddharma and attained Buddha-
hood. The Buddha teaches the monks that many

people while going to Ratnadvip become very
tired on the way in a big forest The leader of the
people assures his fellow beings that the forest has
ended and a city has arrived. He told them to relax
in the city . It was not a real one and it was a magi-
cal city. After relaxation the leader told that they
would have to make further journey. In the same
way salvation is not sufficient, it is simply a rest-
ing place. It is said that after salvation or resting
place all should be motivated for Buddhahood..
Similarly all yanas may be taken as resting place.
Chapter eight on Pancha Bhikshu Shata Vyakarna-
Lord Buddha said to the monks that Purna Mai-
trayani Putra had knowledge of Upaye Kausalya
(skillful means)

Sandhaya Bhasa (vague language). He was
the interpreter of Laws. After completing Bodhisat-
tva Charya he will be the Buddha named Dharma
Prabhasu. His followers will be the sentient beings
who possesses magic of flying in the sky, The Bud-
dha again explains that people become horrified
teaching them Mahayana

Bodhicharya. So he started teaching Upaye
Kausalya. People could be the Buddha by practic-
ing Bodhisattva Charya in the long run.

Addressing Mahakashyap and others, the
Buddha said Kaudinya and twelve other Bod-
hisattvas would be future Buddhas named Sa-
mantaprabhas. The Buddha made this proph-
esy. Ninth Chapter on Ananandadi Vyakarna —This
chapter is related with the Buddha’s prophesy
relating to Ananda and Rahul.. The Buddha said
that Ananda will be the Buddha named Dhara
Buddhi Bikriditabhijna and Rahula will be the
Buddha named Saptaratnapadmavikrantagami.
The Buddha also prophesized that two thousand
Shravakas will also attain Buddhahood. Their
right Laws Saddharma will be lasting for the long
time.

Tenth Chapter on Dharma Bhanaka —To be-
stow kindness on sentient beings, Shakyamuni
Buddha preached right Laws, Saddharma Sutras. It



is stated that to read the Sutras by heart, not to tell
lie, to recite Sutras is to worship the Buddha, to
explain the Sutras and keep them in writing will
have immense merit. To keep Saddharma in char-
iot or Khat and carry them in procession, to sing
and dance before Chaitya, or the image of Buddha,
giving discourses in the grotto or before Chaitya,
discourse on Sunyata (nothingness) of all Dharmas,
putting saffron dress and practice toleration will
enable persons to practice Bodhisattva Charya (rit-
ual) These are the ways to attain spiritual enlight-
enment .

Eleventh Chapter on Stupa Sandarshan —This
chapter explains the importance of Saddharma-
pundarika Vaipulya Sutra. It shows the appearance
of Ratna Stupa in the Buddha realm. The Stupa
contained all corporal parts of the Buddha named
Prabhuta Ratna . It is an anthropomorph of the
Buddha. Shakyamuni Buddha gives account of a
sage in his previous life. This chapter also includes
the account of the daughter of Sagara Nagaraja,
who offered a valuable jewel to the Buddha .She
was a wise lady however she got her sex changed .
Chapter twelve on Utsaha -It includes the promise
of Vaishajyaraj Bodhisattva , Mahapratibhavan Bo-
dhisattva as well as other sixty thousand Bodhisat-
tvas to practice Saddharma and publish the book
on it. Six other monks also promised to publish
Saddharmapundarika Sutra. It also includes proph-
esy of the Buddha that Prajapati Gautami will be
interpreter of Dharma (Laws).and she would be
the Buddha named Sarvasattva Priyadarshana.
In the same way Yeshodhara would be Dharma
Bhanaka (interpreter Jand become Buddha named
Rasmisatasahasra Paripurnadhoja. The Bodhisat-
tvas as well as laities also vowed that they would
promote SDPT in spite of many difficulties.

Chapter thirteen on Sukha Vihara -In this
chapter the Buddha gives discourses relating to
moral laws in order to be happy. Although reli-
gion should be taken as Sunyats, the practitioner
should not be attached to any possession, envy,

and lust. In the same way Saddharma (right laws
) should only be preached without accusing any-
body. It should be preached joyfully with feel-
ing of amity, Its aim should be the welfare of the
world. While preaching the preacher should only
remember the Buddha He should not have any
prejudice. Those who are confused should be re-
minded about Saddharma. Chapter fourteen on Bo-
dhisattva Prithiviivivar-Many Bodhisattvas of other
Buddha realm as the grains of sands in the river
had come to participate in the Buddha's assem-
bly. These Boddhisattvas appeared in this world
known as Sahalok wished to preach Saddharma.
The Buddha told them that there are many Bod-
hisattva as the sands of sixty rivers. They would
preach Saddharma. Maitreya Bodhisattva expresses
his surprise how these Bodhisattvas in short span
of forty years’ time were preached by the Buddha.
Chapter fifteen on Tathagata Ayu Praman The Bud-
dha told the Bodhisattvas to believe on the words
of the Buddha.

The Buddha’s time has no limit. It is made
clear that his great compassion is substantiated
by repeated rebirths and preaching activities.
The Buddha is compared with a physician who
worked as a father of ignorant people for their sur-
vival.

Chapter sixteen on Punyaparyaye —This chap-
ter deals with the fact that the Buddha’s age has no
limit. One who this fact believes that the Buddha’s
age is without any limit, he will get great merit
even if he does not make any Stupa or Vihara, or
he does not give medicine , food or saffron dress to
Bhikshus. He should be free from any defilement
and slander and anger..

Chapter seventeen on Anumodana (assent)-
In this Chapter Shakyamuni Buddha tells Mai-
treya that one who publicizes the Dharmadeshana
teachings on Dharma he will get immense merit.
He will get sound life for the long time. One who
facilitates the listeners of the preachings will get a
great merit.



Chapter eighteen Dharma Bhanaka Anusam-
sa-Addressing Satatasammitabhiyukta Bodhisat-
tva the Buddha appreciates the Dharma Bhanaka
who gives discourses on Saddharma practicing it.
He will get immense merit. His six senses will be
enhanced . In the same way such activities of reci-
tation of the Text, practice of the Text, teachings of
the Text the power of six senses will be increased.
The practitioners will have pure senses.

Chapter nineteen on Sadaparibhut- The Bud-
dha taught that those who criticize Saddharma syn-
onym and criticize the preacher they would have
to atone the sin and those who appreciate would
have great merit. During the time of Bhismagar-
jita Buddha, a Bodhisattva named Sadaparibhuta
originated. He preached Saddharma in many of
his births and attained Buddhahood . Shakyamuni
Buddha told that he was Sadaparibhuta Bodhisat-
tva in his previous birth. Those who criticized him
fell in the hell.

Chapter twenty on Ridhyabhi Sanskar- This
chapter reveals the miracle of Shakyamuni Bud-
dha and Prabhuta Ratna Buddha who showed
great miracle by reverberating their teachings. All
the Bodhisattvas including Manjushree, monks
and nuns appreciated uttering the words “Nano
Bhagavata Shakya Munaye.”

Chapter twenty one on Dharani-Bhaisha-
jvaraj Bodhisattva realizing the merit of the reci-
tation of SDPT publicizes Dharani Mantras (in-
cantations) by uttering the Mantra words, “Anye
Manye”, “Jwale Mahajwale” of Vaishravan and “Ag-
one Gane” Mantra of Virudhaka and “Lamba Vit-
ambha * Mantra of Harati as well as “Itime Itime”
Mantra . It is stated that no trouble will befall on
those who recite the Mantas.

Chapter twenty two on Vaishajyaraj Purvay-
oga - It mentions that Saddharma Pundarik Sutra
is the greatest Sutra in all the Sutras of the Bud-
dha. It includes the austere activities of Sarvasat-
tva Priyadarshan Bodhisattva who had listened
the Discourses of Surya Bimal Pravas Buddha and

practiced titled Sarvarutakausalya. He built many
chaityas and gained great merit .It is stated that
Vaisajyaraj had earned immense merit being born
in this Buddha realm.

Chapter twenty three on Gadgadswara St-
havira - This chapter includes the account of Gad-
gadswara Sthavira. He comes to explain SDPS for
the welfare of the world. Gadgadswara had per-
formed Sarvarupadarshan meditation With him
many Bodhisattvas performed this meditation He
worshipped Shakyamuni Buddha and Prebhuta
Ratna Buddha’s Stupa. Padmashree Bodhisattva
also practiced SDPS for merit.

Chapter twenty four on Samanta Mukha
~This chapter is related with merits of Avalok-
itesvara removes the fear of enemy, fear of thief
and make abstain from fraudulent acts.. Great
danger can be averted if one entreats the deity
saying “Namotashai Avaudada Avalokitesvaraya
Bodhisattvaya." He makes the people free from
melody, envy and delusion. The Buddha tells Ak-
shayamati that Avalokitesvara Vajrapani and oth-
er protect the people. One who listens the mystery
of Avalokitesvara, he will develop the faculty of
spiritual mentality and will be aware of truth.

Chapter twenty five on Shubha Vyuha Raj
Purva Yoga-Long long ago Jaladharagarjita Gho-
shasvara Nkshatrarajkusumitabhijna Buddha
originated. During his time king Shubha Vyuha
and his queen Bimalanetra had two princes. They
showed many miracles. These princes being meri-
torious and wise practiced Bodhisattva Charya.
They also practiced six Paramitas such as amity,
compassion . joyfulness and equanimity etc. The
princes asked their mother to pay homage to the
Buddha named. Their mother told the princes that
their father would not give permission to pay visit
to the Buddha for he was the devotees of Brah-
mans. They should show wonder . As the princes
showed wonderful acts flying in the sky, plunging
half into the fire and half into the water etc. Being
asked by their father they told that they are the



disciple of the Buddha Jaladhargarjita who recited
SDPT. The royal couple along with the two princes
went the place of Jaladhara garjita Buddha They
got ordinated by the Buddha Jaladharagarjita .It
was prophesized that the king would be a great
jewel of Saddharma. Shakyamuni Buddha also ex-
plained that Shubhavyuharaj will be the Buddha
in the future.

Chapter twenty six on Samantabhadrotsah-
ana- This chapter deals with the accounts of Sa-
manta Bhadra The Bodhisattva came from the east
with many Bodhisattvas. He reached to vulture
mountain where the Buddha preached SDTP. He
worshipped Shakyamuni Buddha and expressed
his wish to learn Saddharmapundarika Sutra The
Buddha told that Saddharma is synomymous to Ta-
thata ( reality). The Buddha explained the merit of
learning Saddharma (Right Laws). If the sons and
daughter wishes to learn Buddhism they would
not be atheists. They would not be interested in
subversive life and will be compassionate to all
and loved by all. They will not be avaricious. If
the interpreters of Laws are criticized the one
who criticizes will not be mentally and physically
sound.

Chapter twenty seven on Anuparin-
dana  .-Shakyamuni Buddha told the Bodhisatt-
vas that He has handed over the Saddharma (Right
Laws ) to Bodhisattvas. They should not let it go
waste. They should adhere it, recite it, and teach
it. He has given awareness, Buddhism wisdom to
all sentient beings. With these words of the Bud-
dha The Bodhisattvas became very happy. They
entreated the Buddha with great veneration They
promised that they would follow Saddharma-
pundariks Sutra They all appreciated the Buddha.

Conclusion

Saddharmapundarika Vaipulya Sutram is a re-
ligious scripture. This Text, although is regarded
as the work of Maitreya Buddha, its authorship is
assigned to Manjushree Bhikshu. The book mainly

deals with the teachings of Shakyamuni Buddha..
Shakyamuni Buddha’s discourses on Saddharma
are greatly elaborated . It gives various illustra-
tions and presents the essence of Buddhism .It
mainly focuses its attention on Buddhayana. Al-
though the Saddharma Text deals with Shravakaya-
na, Pratyek Buddhayana and Bodhisattvayana the
Text mainly deals with Bodhisattva Charya or Bud-
dha way of life. It gives emphasis on the merits of
Bodhisattva Charya and demerits of criticizing it. It
also deals of Pratiharya with elaborate description
of sky walking scene and Bodhisattva’s feats, their
walking half wet and half burning the body.. Start-
ing from the previous Buddha Dipankara, human
Buddha Shakyamuni’s teachings are explained in
detail . Being a religious scripture it contains unre-
al subject matter but considering it from religious
point of view it appears natural. With regards to
the chronology mentioned in the Text, the descrip-
tions seem unscientific. Simile given in the Text
such as Goratha, Ajaratha, and Mrigaratha (ve-
hicle of cows, vehicle of goats and vehicle of deer)
are very picturesque in elaboration of Shravayana,
Mahayana and Buddhayana. The long tradition of
Buddhist culture in the form of Chaitya pooja, reci-
tation of Dharini, worship of Book on Saddharma
(Right Laws), practicing or observing six Paramitas
(perfections), Four Noble Truths, Eightfold Noble
Paths are equally given importance. Paramartha
Satya, (Spiritual Truth) has been the main theme of
the Text. Many miraculous activities are described
in the Text in order to arouse religious. Cultural
interest. Astami Vrata (Fasting on the eight wax-
ing moon day) is emphasized and paying hom-
age to Chaityas and Lokesvaras are taken as acts
of merit. Worshipping Saddharma Text, Displaying
the Text taking in the procession is also regarded
as acts of merit. Belief in rebirth and metempsy-
chosis are not uncommon feature..Skillful means
are the tools of the Buddha and the various Yanas
are taken as skill in means.. Spirituality is empha-
sized. It contains the accounts of spiritual Buddha



as Dipankara Buddha Chandra Surya Pradeep
Buddha, Vinayak Buddha, Maha Kashyapa Bud-
dha, Akshobhya Buddha Manjushree Buddha
or Bodhisattva, Buddha of Bhadrakalpa (present
aeon), Shakyamuni Buddha and future Buddha
as Maitreya Buddha etc. It also prophesizes that
Shariputra, Mahamaugalyana, Shakya ladies as
Prajapati Gautami and Yeshodhara would be Bud-
dha. “Buddha Bhaveyu Jagato Hitaya” has been the
main aim of the Text

References

B.R.Ambedkar, The Buddha And the Dhamma, Nagpur;
Bodhi Publication, 1997 A.D,pp.306 317

Min Bahadur Shakya, “Introducing Nava Sutra San-
graha"” Dibya Bajra Bajracharya’s Nava Sutra San-
grah. Lalitpur;1990 A.D.p.25.

Saddharma Raj Vajracharya Trans. in Nepal Bhasha, edt.
by Pandit Ashakaji Vajracharya, original Sanskrit
by Gunanda,(1838A.D.)Saddharmapundarika Vaip-
ulya Sutram, Lalitpur;1990 A.D. p.1

Shakya, fn No 2, p.22..

Ibid, p. 23.

Dhana Vajra Vajracharya, Lichhavi Kalka Abhilekh, In-
scriptions of Licchavi Period . Kathmandu; Re-
search Centre for Nepal and Asian Studies T.U.
1996 A.D.pp. 287and 388..

Bhakti Das Shrestha’s Note , Nava Sutra Sangra in Ne-
pali “Hasana Maiya Shrestha Ek Smaran, Unai ko
Smritima” ( A memory of Hasana Maiya Shrestha ,
In her memory),lalitpur,1990,pp.3 to7.

Satya Mohan Joshi,” Nava Sutra Sangraha yeuta Sin-
go Upalabdhi” Nava Sutra Sangraha a single
Achievement”. Nava Sutra Sangraha Trans by
Dibya Bajra Bajracharya Lalitpur;1990 A.D.p.p.50
to56

Hem Raj Shakya, “ Nepalko Bauddhama Nava Sutrako
Aaphanai Mahatva” (Nava Sutra has its own im-
portance in the Buddhism of Nepal)Introduction
of Synopsis of Nava Sutra trans in Nepali by Dib-
ya Bajra Bajracharya, Lalitpur; Bodhi Prakashan
Kendra 1990A.D p.44



MONUMENT CONSERVATION IN
PRACTICE in Nepal and Japan

Introduction

The word 'Heritage' is not limited only on
property, which we use on commercial base; it's
more used on value (historical, art and architec-
tural, archaeological etc.) base. So, the heritage
can be defined as those properties which are the
symbol of origin and creativities during the devel-
opment of human beings. Actually, heritage is the
creation of human activities. In this modern age,
we use the word heritage for property which all of
the mankind wants to preserve or conserve as the
most valuable, which is built by our ancestors and
should preserve for next generation in intact con-
dition as well. The definition of heritage may varies
in the contextual explanation, but this paper tries
to go through the tangible cultural heritage and its
conservation. In this context, it can be define that
property which is identified or built and used by
our ancestors themselves in their lifestyle, which
still are remaining as a part of our socio-cultural
phenomenon what we must continue and con-
serve for generation and generation, which still are
existing in our surrounding as a gift or the symbol
of the society or community much significantly.

Conservation of heritage is a continuous
process since the time of its establishment in Ne-
pal, it was well known as the duty of a civilian
for their well wishes for next life (rebirth). That's
why; everyone in the society wants to contribute
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- Suresh Suras Shrestha

for continuing this type of preservation in Nepal-
ese society.

Human beings are using wood from the
time memorable. We, the human beings in the
world have always felt the magic of the trees/wood.
It is believed that early men were inspired by tree
to make a shelter for their protection. Timber is
perishable materials not a trace of such kind of
evidence are found. In the context of Nepal, an
archaeological excavation conducted in Tilaura-
kot of western Terai region had revealed some
evidence of timber used to build a house which
was dated of 6th century BC (Shrestha, 2009).

Wood, stones and the bricks are the eas-
ily available material in Nepal since the history of
civilization begun. So, heavy use of wood, stone
and bricks has been using in the construction of
any types of monuments or the buildings. Howev-
er, wood is perishable construction material that
we do not have any wooden building of ancient
period, but we still have wood structure from me-
dieval period and bricks/stone structures from the
ancient period. The oldest temples are Changuna-
rayan temple (325 AD) to Nyatapola in Bhaktapur
(16th/17th c.A.D.) and 18th /19th AD structures
are found a lot. Similarly, among Japanese wood-
en architectural monuments, the oldest existing
example is the western temple precinct of Horyu-
ji, built at the end of the 7th century. The build-



ings in this precinct are also the oldest remaining
wooden buildings in the world (Satoshi, 2011).

In Japan, wood is the primary structural
material used in buildings which are preserved
because of being designated as cultural properties
by the national government, municipality, et ce-
tera. The reason for the heavy use of this material
is that it was available in abundance, given the hot,
humid climate. Although wood has its drawbacks,
such as combustibility and vulnerability to rotting
and insect damage, it lends itself to ready repair,
and modification, of parts of the building which it
comprises. Such repair and modification of wood-
en buildings are also a part of history (Tsuneo,
2007). As of the end of 2003, there are 3844 indi-
vidual historic buildings designated as the Impor-
tant Cultural Properties by Japanese government.
Among them, approximately 80 were constructed
between the 7th and the 12th centuries, about 1500
from the end of the 12th century to the end of the
16th century, 1900 from the end of the 16th cen-
tury to the end of the 19th century, and about 400
from the late 19th century to the present. Nearly
all of Japan's remaining wooden buildings which
date back to at least the end of the 16th century
and have been preserved in good conditions have
been designated by the national government as
Important Cultural Properties (Satoshi, 2011).

Since the time of origin, conservation
work should also be conducted for those struc-
tures, which has been continuing to the date. This
paper tries to look over the practice of conserva-
tion in Nepal and Japan; especially on the wooden
structure, however there are not many wooden
structures instead of mixed structure of wood,
brick and stone in Nepal.

Category of Heritage

There are many creations in the history of
human civilization and known as the heritage to-
day which are categorized in many ways in differ-
ent types. UNESCO has categorized all heritages
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as the Tangible and Intangible heritage, which is

now more realistically accepted and there are the

separate conventions on these heritages. Howev-
er, these two types of heritages are well known,
tangible heritage is known as built heritage these
days and many categories are there within this as
per every state/country's legislation.

In Nepal, Ancient Monument Preservation

Act, 2013 (1956) is the major legislation dealing

with the management and conservation of cultural

heritage and it has a provision in article 3A, which
provisioned as the ancient monuments from the
viewpoint of ownership, it shall be classified in
two categories as public and private ancient mon-
uments and from the view point of importance, it
shall be classified in three categories as of interna-
tional importance, national importance and local
importance”. According to these provisions, mon-
uments or the heritage in Nepal are categorized
as the international, national and local heritage

(GoN, 1956), however within these all they are cat-

egorized as the heritage of Category A, Category

B and Category C (GoN, 2011); which has catego-

rized for the better management and conserva-

tion of monument/heritage. In this way, Nepal has
mainly Ancient Monument Preservation Act; ama-
jor legislation for the management and conserva-
tion of cultural heritage and as per this legislation,
there are three categories of heritage as catego-
rized on the basis of its importance and two cat-

egories on the basis of its ownership (GoN, 1956).

In Japan, there are multiple legislations
which deal with the heritage and there are cate-
gories of heritage as provisioned by these legisla-
tions, however it is also for the better management
and conservation of the cultural heritage as well.

The existing categories in Japan (Murakami, 2007)

are as following:

1. National
Property
Designated under the Law for the Protection
of Cultural Properties

treasure / Important Cultural



2. Cultural property Designated by Local Mu-
nicipal Entities
Designated under the Local Ordinance for the
Protection of Cultural Properties in Prefec-
tures and Municipalities

3. Registered Cultural Property
Registered under the Law for the Protection of
Cultural Properties

4. Preservation Districts for Group of Historic
Buildings
Decided by municipalities under the Law for
the Protection of Cultural Properties. Selected
by a national government to be the preserva-
tion districts for group of important historic
buildings.

In this way, categories of tangible or the
built heritage is categorized for the better con-
servation and management by the country or the
government and/or international community. It is
necessarily important that every country should
honor the international conventions, recommen-
dations and protocols related to the heritage for
conservation and management.

Conservation System of Cultural
Heritage in Practice

Cultural heritage conservation system
also depends on the community of the entire own-
er and/or user of the heritage and the state or the
country legislation also formulated depending on
the system of those communities in a broader way.
So, the system of conservation and management
also may vary according to the community and
the country. Ancient Monument Preservation Act,
2013 deal with these issues in Népal and under
this act there is the Ancient Monument Preserva-
tion Procedure, 2064 (2007) which was formulated
according to the traditional system of conservation
and management of the cultural heritage in Nep-
alese society. In the same way, in Japan the cultur-
al properties conservation has been doing as per
the existing multiple legislations, which are des-
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ignated as per the respected legislation mentioned

above. However, the categories and techniques

of conservation of cultural heritage would be dif-
ferent as per the community and/or the country,
but the procedure may similar everywhere in the
universe. The procedure of conservation of wood
structures in Nepal and Japan is as following:

- Continuation of general periodic small-scale

repairs
- Major repairs
- Partial dismantling
- Total dismantling
- Repair of old members
- Restoration
Generally, the regular survey or the in-

spection of the entire monument is continuously
doing by the related technician during the year
and when s/he reports for the conservation, s/he
should prepare a conservation note or the report,
then the determine for the conservation of entire
structure; whether it would be major repair (par-
tially dismantling /total dismantling), repairs of
old members or the restoration of whole structure.

But the small scale general periodic repairs are the

continuous work done by the entire authorities as

per the legislative provisions, which is the regular
job for them as well. In Japan, according to the res-
toration and conservation of an important cultural
property and the Law for the Protection of Cul-
tural Properties the conservation should be done

(Murakami, 2007) as following:

- The owner of an important cultural property
shall undertake the custody thereof.

- The repair of an important cultural property
shall be conducted by its owner.

- In case any important cultural property is to
be in custody or repaired, the government
shall grant a subsidy to cover part of the ex-
penses.

(50-85% of the expenses is to be covered by
government subsidy. The subsidy from pre-
fectures and municipalities shall add to this.)



Due to the subsidy from the government
and the prefectures and municipalities, the local
people or the house owner can be eagerly repair or
renovate their traditional houses as per the legisla-
tive provisions, but in Nepal there is completely
lack of subsidy for the house owner or any private
monument to renovate and conserve, however the
government renovate the public monuments with
the full budget and some subsidy for the house
owner is providing by Bhaktapur municipality at
some limited area. In this context, people are very
much unwilling to renovate or repair their house
as well as their private monuments in traditional
way as per the government legislation; which is
very crucial and challenging for the government
and to the locals as well.

The house owner should propose a repair
or renovation project to municipalities as well as
to the government with their full budget and they
have to commission a consultant architect/engi-
neer. Only after getting permission from the gov-
ernment through municipalities, they can imple-
ment the repair or renovation project. It is only for
the house owner within the Protected Monument
Zone; declared by the government as per the pro-
vision of legislation (GoN, 1956). There is still no
government subsidy provision in any legislation
tor this kind of conservation in Nepal. Beyond
the Protected Monument Zone, the municipali-
ties may provide permission to the owner and/or
municipalities send to government/department of
archaeology for its consent as and when necessary
as per the legislation.

The building designated as a cultural property in
Japan should follow the rules for conservation or
repair as following (Tsuneo, 2007):

The repair plan

With buildings which are designated as
a cultural property, it is usually the case that the
owner, who lacks the traditional skills required
for repair and preservation, commissions the de-
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sign, supervision, and management of the repair
project to specialized engineers (licensed techni-
cians) or to an organization which retains such
specialists.

The specialized engineer or engineers entrust-
ed with the project then conducts the following
field surveys to determine the following matters
required to perform the repairs according to the
owner’s intent.

(I) Measurement of building dimensions to de-
termine the as-is size, floor area, etc. of the
building,.

Survey to determine the as-is status of dam-
age, and formulation of a course of action for

repair.

2

(3) Survey of modifications and survey of resto-
ration.

(4) Formulation of tentative plan.

(5) Survey of specifications.

(6) Survey of replacement materials.

(7) Photographing of as-is status.

Design of the repair project

Following the field surveys, the engineer
reports the results to the owner and begins to for-
mulate a design plan on the basis of the informa-
tion gained from the surveys, under the supervi-
sion of relevant public organizations.
(1) Establishment of a course of action for re-
pair.
@)
@)

Formulation of the project specifications.
Decision-making on the duration and timing
of the repair.

(4) Formulation of an estimate of the project cost
(or, with multiple-year projects, the project
cost allocation for the first year).
Preparation of a month-by-month work
schedule.

Preparation of as-is drawings.

®)

(6)
(7) Adjustment of as-is photographs.
The engineer prepares the design docu-

ments outlined above, and when the project in-



volves a grant, attaches them to the application
form for the grant for submission to the owner.

Implementation of the project

After preparing the design documents,
the design supervisor supervises the repair work.
Prior to implementation of the repair work, the su-
pervisor prepares the necessary documents, while
the owner signs a contract with the contractor and
the work is begun.

Supervision of the repair work (in the
case of a dismantling operation)

(1) Preparation of necessary drawings as the
need arises for implementing the repair
work

(2) Making measurements of the building and
preparation of finely detailed as-is drawings.
(3) Supervision of the work site and the work
schedule.

(4) Conducting a large number of surveys, in-
cluding those relating to damage assess-
ment, specifications,

sions, alterations made to the original, and

traces and impres-

restoration to the original form.
(5) When necessary, preparation of documents
for restoration (application for modification
of as-is status)
(6) After dismantling is complete and permis-
sion has been granted for modification of
the as-is state, preparing and submitting the
design for implementation (application for
modification of plan).
Preparation of conservation drawings (“be-
fore” and “after” repairs).
(8) Making an estimate of the project, and pre-
paring a performance report.
(9) Preparation of documents relating to com-
pletion of the repair work.
(10) After completion of the repair work, compi-
lation of records, surveyed matters, draw-

ings, and main informational photographs
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into a “Conservation Repair Project Report”
for printing and publication.

Implementation of the repair work.

(1) Depending on the type of building, the pri-
mary woodworking technician is to be a per-
son who has taken the Woodworking Tech-
nician Training Program implemented by an
organization holding “selected conservation
techniques” relating to woodworking and
repair of buildings.

Prior to embarking on the repair work, the
technician is to have careful and meticulous
consultations with the design supervisor

@

in regard to the details of the design docu-
ments as well as of the repair work.
(3) Following the design documents of the com-
missioned work, temporary structures are to
beconstructedand variousfacilitiestobesetup.
(4) Following the design documents, work such
as dismantling, foundation works, wood-
works, roofing, and plastering, is to be
performed in the order set out in the work
schedule.
Any records (field notes) prepared under the

instructions of the supervisor in dismantling

®)

etc. are to be submitted to the design super-
visor.
(6) Work on any uncertain parts is to be carried
out under the instruction of the design su-
pervisor.

The restoration and conservation of an im-
portant cultural property usually contents the fol-
lowing activities, which is a regular general activi-
ties adopted by the legislation (Murakami, 2007).
1. Major repair

- Dismantling - Members of a whole build-
ing are to be dismantled for repair.
— Partial dismantling - Repair conducted
without dismantling the framework
2. Repair for maintenance
— Re-roofing with new materials



Cypress barks, shingle, tiles, thatch, etc.
- Partial repair
Repair of a part such as wooden materials,
wall and fittings. Often conducted along
with re-roofing, painting and coating re-
pairs.
There is not any hard and fast provision for
-he major repair or renovation and maintenance of
the cultural heritage/monuments in Nepal, which
:s done on ad hoc basis and/or as and when neces-
sarv or when the demand comes through the com-
munity in Nepal.
The following procedure has been existing
‘n practice in Nepal:
. Supervising the monument by the archi-
tect/engineer and archaeological officer
2. Sketch/ drawing by the architect/engineer -
exiting and the parts of decayed or to be con-
served

(Y]

Prepare conservation notes by archaeologi-

cal officer

= Approval by the government/department of
archaeology - thorough process of govern-
ment (approval, tender notice, bidding for
public monuments)

5. Project execution under the project chief and
architect/engineer (the municipalities also
do in the similar way as per the legislation
provision) by the contractor

There is not any specific qualification or
xperience for the conservation architect/engineer
>r the archaeologist and the contractor as well for
the conservation of these heritage/monuments in
any legal documents in Nepal. Only the govern-
ment/department of archaeology can do conser-
vation work on public and/or categorized monu-
ments as well as the listed in the UNESCO world
neritage, the newly appointed archaeologist, ar-
chitect/engineer and sub-engineer can do all these
activities. Only the qualification is to be a govern-
ment employee in the Department of Archaeology
or any office under it; and a general architect/en-

gineer can do this kind of conservation for the
private monument/house; it is practiced since the
execution of Ancient Monument Preservation Act.
Through periodic repairs of the building designat-
ed as a cultural property, the valued thereof can be
handed on to the next generation. Major repairs
are conducted at intervals of 100 - 300 years, and
repairs for maintenance are conducted at intervals
of 15 - 60 years in between in Japan (Murakami,
2007). There are certain qualifications needed to
conduct heritage conservation work as per their
designation in most of countries in the world. In
case an important cultural property is to be re-
stored/conserved as a government subsidized
project, architects or specialists recognized by the
Agency for Cultural Affairs shall be appointed.
The specialists for the repair of an important cul-
tural property in Japan must have some special
qualifications and experiences as following (Mu-
rakami, 2007):
Chief Conservation Architect (Advanced):
for repair of national treasures, large-scaled
buildings and old-age buildings before the
Kamakura period, late 12th - early 14th cen-
tury:
An Architect who has at least 12 years
working experience in the repair of an
important cultural property; in case of col-
lege graduate, 16 years in case of techni-
cal junior college graduate, and 20 years
in case of high school graduate, as well as
attended “the lecture for a chief architect
for repair of the building designated as
a cultural property (Advanced course)”
held by the Agency for Cultural Affairs.
(All of them shall complete a regular ar-
chitectural curriculum.)
Chief Conservation Architect (Ordinary): for
repair of other relatively simple buildings
than those stated above
An Architect who has at least 6 years
working experience in the repair of an



important cultural property; in case of col-
lege graduate, 10 years in case of techni-
cal junior college graduate, and 14 years
in case of high school graduate, as well as
attended “the lecture for a chief architect
for repair of the building designated as a
cultural property (Standard course)” held
by the Agency for Cultural Affairs.

(All of them shall complete a regular ar-
chitectural curriculum.)

In this way, there are many things to be learnt
from Japanese system of heritage conservation;
however some techniques and the procedures are
similar in the both countries. The climate and con-
text may be varying to each other, but system can
be used thematically as and when necessary for
better conservation and management of heritage
which we should keep intact continuously for

generations.

Conclusion

The heritage conservation depends on traditional
practice of society or community in the country.
S0, the legislation also formulated depending on
the traditional practice. However, everything goes
through economic condition of entire community
or country, it must be consider that the traditional
skills and workmanships would be preserved in
the time of conservation; which would be mas-
ter piece and the identity of entire community or
country. To handover these heritages to the next
generation as intact as constructed by the ances-
tors, international communities has been agreed
on many common conventions and recommenda-
tions as well as by the national authorities. The
heritage is categorized in different ways on differ-
ent basis; so it may varies according to the country
and their legislation, but the purpose of all these
are for the better conservation and management.
Nepal is rich in the cultural heritage and there
are thousands of tangible structures or the built
heritage, in which mostly used wood as a com-
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mon material to construct since time memorable
and some still exist since the medieval period. In
the same way, Japan is also very rich in cultural
heritage with thousands of tangible structures;
most of them are completely made of wood. Most
of the conservation techniques are similar in Ne-
pal and Japan as well as the different traditional
techniques used in wood work in practice. But the
system is different to conduct conservation work
these days; i.e. qualification of architects/engi-
neers for conservation, different activities- peri-
odical inspections etc for the conservation, catego-
ries of heritage et cetera. Nepal can learn from the
system and develop as per the situation of its own.
The provision of certain advanced qualifications
to heritage conservator and contractors would be
highly appreciated than the common knowledge
and educational qualification. Existing multiple
legislations should also be strengthening and ex-
ecute strongly regarding to the heritage conser-
vation. The legislative provisions also should be
amended as much as practicable.
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Renovation of a Private House in the Corner of Road, Nara, Japan
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Renovation of Temple Near Kiyomizudera Temple, Fully Covered Monument for Renovation, Kyouto, Japan

Restored Wooden Monument, Nara, Japan
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Strenthening Wooden Pillar During Conservation, Kyouto, Japan
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Traditional Joint-Locking System, Kyouto, Japan
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