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Antiquity of Janakpur and Its Heritage

Janakpur, the capital of Mithila was the
birthplace of PrincessJanaki or DeviSita, the consort
of the hero of the great Hindu epic"Ramayana”
Prince Ram Chandra. Though the famous temple
Janaki Mandir was built during the 19" century,
Janakpur was famous and popular among the
Hindu pilgrimages since long. Nepal is a sacred
country for both the Hindus and the Buddhists.
Janaki or Sita, the daughter of King Janak or
Vedeyha was born at Janakpur in the capital of
Mithila kingdom during the epic era. For many
centuries Janakpur was not known to the outside
world and it remained inside a dense forest. A
saint named Chaturbuj Giri was the first person to
popularise its importance as the birthplace of Sita.
He discovered ancient idols of Ram, Sita, Laxam,
Bharat and Satrughan under a banyan tree. When
in BS 1714(AD1657) the Sena king Manik Sen of
Makawanpur came to know about it he visited
this sacred place and donated 14 hundred bighas
of land for worshipping these idols. It is believed
that the pipal tree under which these idols were
found is still there in the temple of Ram called
Ram Mandir. Immediately after the Anglo-Nepal
war General Amar Sing Thapa gave this temple
a traditional Nepalese style of architecture and
popularised it as Ram Mandir. In BS 1984(AD
1927)the Rana Prime Minister Chandra Shumsher
changed its tile roof by gold plated copper roof and
made it more attractive and raised its importance.

The Ram Mandir is surrounded by rest houses. In

- Dr. Shaphalya Amatya

front of this temple there stands"Birendra Park”.
On the auspicious day of Ram Navami a fair is
organised here annually. On that day hundreds
of saints are given feast. On the day of Vibaha
Panchami also another big fair takes place here
every year. On that auspicious day the marriage
procession of Ram is taken from here towards
Janaki temple in the afternoon. It is said that Saint
Mohini Baba started Vibaha Panchami fair by the
permission of Prime Minister Chandra Shumsher.
On that day also saints and fakirs are given feasts
at Ram Mandir. In the afternoon on that day the
tableau of Ram Sita is taken around the town on
the elephant.

Mithila was a kingdom and Janakpur was
its capital during the epic era. When king Janak
was ruling this country Mithila kingdom is very
famous and considered as the centre of knowledge
and learning. It is said that the capital Janakpur
was so beautiful even Prince Ram Chandra
became very astonished by its excellent look. King
Janak himself was a learned man. In his court there
were well known philosophers and learned men
like Yagyabalkya, Gargi, Maitreya, Shurtikriti,
Mandavi, and many others. The architectural
beauties and assembly of intellectuals had
increased the name and prestige of his kingdom.
The wife of king Janak, Sunaina, daughters Sita
and Urmila were both very learned and wise.
According to"Brihat Bishnupurana” Janakpur was
a fortified city having four gates.



The historicity of Janakpur is not yet
substantiated by archaeology. The Jain and
Buddhist literatures such as Mahajanak Jataka,
Nimi Jataka, and Mahanarad Jataka and so on
have proved that both these religions have deep
relationship with Mithila. Some archaeological
findings around Janakpur have undoubtedly
proved that there existed a very ancient
civilization. The discovery of Kushan coin at
place known as Pipara and the sculptures of
Pala period at Kapileshwar and many other
facts can substantiate it. But for many centuries
Muslim rulers of Bengal and Bihar controlled the
territories of Mithila and as a result slowly it has
lost its historical continuity.

In memory of Janaki or Sita on 11"
February 1811 by the effort of Mahanta Ramkrishna
Das the queen of Tikamgarh (India) Maharani
Brishabhanu Kumari Devi built a grand stucco
temple which is famous today as Janaki Mandir
or temple. To complete the temple it is said that
around nine lakes of Indian rupees was spent at
that time. Therefore this temple is also famous as
Naulakha Mandir. Saint Sur Kishor Das donated
the beautiful marble statue of Sita to this temple,
which he had found somewhere at Janakpur. Saint
Sur Kishor Das not only popularised Janakpur but
also did long service in the Janaki temple. His
literary works such as"Satyan”and"Mithila Vilas”
are very popular among the Vaishanavites.

The beautiful Janaki Mandir is built in
mixed Muslim and Rajput architectures. The
massive structures of wood, bricks joined by
lime mortar and plastered by brick dust and
lime. Janaki Mandir is one of the best examples
of synchronistic art in Nepal. This temple with
numerous domes and gold plated pinnacles
has carvings of different birds and animals, and
plants and flowers. It has two parts the outer
part is called"Sis Mahal” and"Tahakhana” or the
inner part has courtyard and temple. There are

four towers in the four corners of the temple and

several small towers scattered in the structure.
The main temple is located at the centre where
the ancient idols of Ram and Sita are worshipped.
The temple has a small circum ambulation, a big
circum ambulation, and sanctum sanatorium or
cella. The Sunayana temple located in the south
of the main temple is having the idols found
inside the Agraja pond. The main entrance of
this temple is in the east but the lion door is on
the north, where two lion statues are standing in
front of the gate. Every day hundreds of pilgrims
and on festive occasions like Ram Navami and
Vibaha Panchami thousands of devotees visit this
temple for worshipping. This is one of the richest
temples in the kingdom having thousand of acres
of land in its trust as its property. The biggest fair
is organised every year in this temple on Baishak
Nawami which is also known as Janaki Nawami
or the birthday of Sita.

There are many historically and religiously
important water ponds in Dhanusa district. There
are more than 150 ponds only in Janakpur. There
is a saying that Janakpur is the city of ponds. Even
today 75 ponds including big and small are in
existence but most of them are polluted and in
poor condition. Besides some big ponds, most of
the small ponds have been filled up and houses
have been built on these places. Ganga Sagar,
Dhanu Sagar and Aargaja are the main and famous
ponds in Janakpur. The origin of Ganga Sagar in
Janakpur Mahima has been described as follows.
There was a king named Nimi. He had no son. He
died craving for a son. Yagyabalkya, Bishwamitra
and other saints decided to churn Nimi's dead
body, which led to the birth of a baby boy. They
named the boy Mithi. Ganga, Jamuna and some
other rivers had come there to observe the
churning function (or Manthan) and thus Ganga
Sagar was formed with the water of the rivers of
Ganga and Jamuna. Ghats have been built around
the pond. They are beautifully constructed. There
is a belief that if one takes bath in the Ganga Sagar



his or her sin will be washed away. That is why
almost all pilgrimages visit Janakpur take bath
in this pond. There is a crematorium to burn the
dead body at the southern part of Ganga Sagar.
It is also called Manikararnika Ghat where dead
bodies are brought for the final disposal from
several far away places. Every year on the Jestha
Sukla Dasami a fair is held around Ganga Sagar.

It is believed that there was Shiva Dhanu
(bow) in the Dhanu Sagar. Aargaja pond lies at the
weslern side of Janaki temple. There is a legend
that daughters of King Janak used to take bath in
the pond keeping a curtain there. According to
another legend, Ram Chandra had taken bath in
the same holy water before his marriage. People
believe that the holy water of the pond cure various
kinds of skin diseases. Besides this pond, there are
many big ponds named as Murali, Bhagarva, Janak
Dhruba, Janaki, and Amrita etc. Especially there is
a great religious faith towards the Janak pond or
Sarovar. It is believed that taking bath in that pond
emancipates even the sin of patricide and killing a
cow. But today the pond is highly polluted and its
condition is very poor. This pond has been in use
for fishing and irrigation by the people of nearby
lands. Several districts in Tarai like Dhanusa and
Janakpur are dominated by Mithila culture. In
almost every festivals and religious functions,
these ponds are used. Especially on the Kartik
Shula Shasthi or Chatha festival people go to the
banks of these ponds and rivers and have a look
(Darshan) of the sunrise by offering various fruits,
flowers and clay pots and elephant made of clay.
Atearly morning before sunrise on the second day
of this very popular festival people gather in the
same place and offer the holy water of the pond to
the sun god with wishing for their well being and
prosperous life. In fact, the Chatha festival is one
of the main festivals of the people of Tarai region
especially of the Mithila people.

The religious importance of Janakpur is
multidimensional. Besides Janaki Mandir, Ram
Mandir other important religious places are Shree
Laxman Mandir, Ganga Sagar, Janak Mandir,
Dhanus-chetra-sar, Padprakshan sar, Swarna
Mandap, Mahraj Sagar, Ranga Bhumi, Aaragaja
Kunda, Vihar Kunda, CGyan Kup or Vidhya Kup,
Ratna Sagar, Sankat Mochan, Mani Mandap and
so on. Realising the importance of Janakpur the
Government of Nepal has established a trust
known as Brihat Janakpur Chetra Bikas Samiti
(or Greater Janakpur Area Development Council )
for the development of Janakpur specially Janaki
Mandir and its periphery. At present this trust is
fully responsible for its maintenance, safety and
development as a pilgrimage centre.
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A Preliminary Report on the Trial
Excavations at Bhawanipur, Rupandehi,
in 2068/069 B.S. (2012 A.D)

Geography

Lumbini, located in the Terai region in
the southern part of Nepal, was in the 7th and
6th centuries B.C. a beautiful pleasure garden
(pradimoksha van) collectively maintained by
the Sakyas of Kapilvastu and the Koliyas of
Devadaha (or Ramagrama). The Koliyas kingdom,
as mentioned in Buddhist literature, was situated
towards the east of Kapilvastu and on the bank
of the river Rohini. The Kingdom of Kapilvastu
and Devadaha were pivotal hubs of trade and
commerce between Magadha and Kosala. An
ancient highway used to run through Kapilvastu
and via Devadaha to the country of Malla.
Devdaha is located 35 km north-east of Lumbini
and was the home of both the mother and in law's
of Prince Siddhartha, who was married to Princess
Yashodhara, daughter of King Suprabuddha of
Devdaha. The River Rohini formed the ancient
eastern border of the Shakya kingdom and the
western border of the Koliya kingdom (map no. 1).

The History of the Koliya
Republican State
According to B.CLaw’s Geography

of Early Buddhism" the Koliyas, one of the
republican clans of the time of the Buddha, had

- Prakash Darnal

two settlements, one at Ramagama and the other
at Devadaha. The Sumangalavilasini tells us of the
origin of the Koliyas. It is stated that a sage named
Rama, an ex king of Banaras who left his kingdom
and retired to a forest as he was detested by his
wives and relatives, married the eldest of the five
daughters of king Okkaka, who had been forsaken
by her relatives and forced to live in forest, and
built a town in the forest removing a big Kola
tree. The city henceforth came to be known as
Kolanagara and the descendants of the king came
to be known as Koliyas (Law, 1979, 32)".

"The territory of the Koliya State extended
from the river Rohini on the west and touched the
Moriya country on the northeast. The Kushinara
-Malla country was situated to the south and
the forests of the Himalayan foothills formed
their northern boundary.Apart from the city of
Devadaha or Ramagrama,there were some other
towns within their state. The name of these towns
were Kakkarapattana (Digajanu Sutta or Anguttara
Nikaya), Sajjanela (Anguttara Nikaya), Uttara
or Uttaraka (Patali Sutta of Samyukta Nikaya),
Kundiya (Udanakatha), Sapuga (Anguttara
Nikaya) and Halida Vasana (Kukkuravati Sutta
of Majjhim Nikaya, Metta Sutta of Samyukta
Nikaya and Papanch Sudani). Among the above



mentioned towns, Kakkarapattana can possibly be
recognized in the present town of Kkarahawa,on
the Indo — Nepalese border about 5 km south of
Lumbini. The village called Kalidaha, the ruins
named Nipaniya, located 7.3 km to the southwest
of Lumbini, and Banjarahi (also to the southwest
of Lumbini on the bank of the river Dano) are the
remains of ancient towns" (Mishra,1998,19).

The Koliya town where Mayadevi,the
mother of Gautam Buddha was bom, is
mentioned by different names ~ Koliyanagara,
Byaghrapur, Devadaha or Ramagrama. The
Koliyas of Devadaha are known as the maternal
tribe of Gautam Buddha while the Koliyas of
Ramagrama are famous as claimants to the relics
of the Awakened One in Kusinara. It is not known
that whether they were same or different ethnic
groups. Why did the Koliyas of Devadaha did not
claim the share of the Buddha's relics in Kusinara
? The Koliyas of Ramagrama may have originally
been from the same ethnic group, and indeed these
may be two names for the same town. According
to the Mahaparinirvana Sutta of Dighanikaya
Buddha's relics were claimed by the (a) Bulis of
Allakapa (b) Brahmins of Vethpida (c) Lichhavis
of Vaisali (d) Koliyas of Ramagrama (e) Sakyas
of Kapilvastu (f) Mallas of Pava (g) Mallas of
Kusinara and (h) King Ajatsatru of Magadh. These
built Stupas over the the relics of the Buddha. Itis
said that Ashoka erected 84000 stupas and opened
seven original stupas, but he could not open the
Stupa of Ramagrama,because it was protected by
a naga. Fa -hien visited the Ramagrama Stupa
after walking five yojanas east from Lumbini,
where Gautam Buddha was born. Hiuen -Tsiang
came to Ramagrama after walking more than 200
li. east from Lumbini in the 7th century A.D.

The discovery of the pillar of the Mauryan
Emperor Ashoka in Lumbini by General Khadaga
Samsher Rana and Dr. Alois Fuhrer in A.D. 189
opened the door to archaeological studies in Nepal.
SincethenmanyimportantBuddhist archaeological

sites have been identified and explored. The most
important and prominent identified sites are
Lumbini (photo no. 1), the birth place of Buddha,
Tilaurakot (Kapilvastu), Suddhodhan’s capital,
where Buddha spent the first 29 princely years of
his life (photo no. 2),Niglihawa,the birthplace of
Kanakmuni Buddha(photo no. 3), Gotihawa,the
birth place of Krakachhandha Buddha(photo
no. 4), and Sagrahawa, the site of a massacre of
Shakyas (photo no. 5),. .C. Mukherji was the first
archaeologist to identify Lumbini and Kapilvastu
in Nepal. He also speculated that the town of
Koli (either Devadaha or Byaghrapur) may be
located on the Baghela river some 17 miles east of
Rummindehi. Dr. Hoey found a well- preserved
Stupa in A.D.1898. He identified Bhawanipur as
Devadaha in Baghaurtappa in western Nepal but
did not mention anything about the identification
of Ramagrama Stupa in Deoriya village situated
on the bank of the Jharahi River.

S.B.Deo in his DoA report"Archaeological
Investigation in the Nepal Tarai 1964" said that"
three miles south- east of Parasi was located a
huge stupa mound. More than thirty feet in height
and nearly seventy feet in diameter, the mound
has several courses of well baked bricks exposed.
It is a site worth immediate excavation.

Babukrishna Rijal who
Kapilvastu and Lumbini firmly believed that the
location of the Ramagrama Stupa and Anoma

excavated

River in or around Tribeni fit the calculation of the
distance given by the Chinese pilgrims.

The author of this paper had chance to
explore the Kanyamai, Bairimai at Sherbhuke
(Devadaha) and Bhawanipur at Kerwani in 2045
B.S.(A.D.1988). There used to be an Avalokiteswor
(117*69 cm), (photo no. 6).. a sculpted female
figure and carved fragments (altogether 20
pieces) at Kanyamai temple. Now, however,only
a few of the heavier items remain; the small ones
have disappeared.The Bairimai temple, which is
situated 200 m. from Kanyamai , formerly stood



on a mound, but it was later shifted to nearby
location for safety's sake. A Lokeswor (48x28 cm)
(photo no. 7)and a Mayadevi (55x17 cm) (photo
no. 8) are important sculptures of this temple.
Bhawanipur is 2 km from Kanyamai. It features
the Bhawani secondary school, an old Sal tree and
an ancient well, a one storey temple containing,
inside, ten stone sculptures (Vishnu,Gajalaximi,
Shivaparvati, Surya etc.) and, outside (on the plinth
in front of the door) eight sculptures (Ganesh,
Shivaparvati, Surya and Vishnu etc). A headless
female figure, Devi with a lion, Bhagawati,a stone
pillar (not known identified), a Shiva temple with
six shivalingas and Ganesh and Kumar sculptures
on the south side of the temple.

Previous Archaeological Activities
The Ramagrama stupa

After the death of Buddha, his relics were
divided into eight parts, of which the Koliya
king received one.Stupas were built to house
the treasured items. Later Ashoka opened the
other seven stupas but could not open the stupa
in Ramagrama. The name he used to refer to a
nearby town when visiting it is Lanmo. Fa -hian
and Huien Tsang later visited this stupa in the 5th
and 7th centuries. A.D. They, too, mention Lanmo.
The present site,rediscovered by Dr. Hoey in A.D.
1898, fits the description of these two Chinese
pilgrims.

A team of geophysicist from Bradford
University in the United Kingdom surveyed the
site in A.D. 1997 for the first time and found the
archaeological subsurface remains around the
mound. Sukra Sagar Shrestha of DoA excavated
it from A.D 1999 to 2004. The natural level was
found at different depths ranging from 2.4 m. to
3.3m from the present relative surface level. The
excavation was halted without any Buddhist relics
such as those at Piprahawa (India) or any other
datable objects having been found, even though
the site goes back, according to C14 dating, to the

Mouryan period or even earlier. The excavator of

that phase is of the opinion that further digs are

desirable because of the high probability that this

is the Ramagrama Stupa.

During the excavation important information was

obtained (fig. no.1) ;

(a) There are four distinct sites of monastic
complexes around the stupa.

{b) sufficient archaeological data was found
to be able to reconstruct the stupa.

{c) The earliest phase of the stupa is likely
deep inside the lowest circular structure.

(d) Any relics are likely located well below
the present surface level, namely at least

3 m down.

Shrestha also began a trial excavation at
Panditpur, 9 km North -West of the Ramagrama
Stupa. The site had earlier been exposed while
digging a roadbed. The site is as extensive and as
old as Tilaurakot. According to the contour map of
it,the mound covered an area of 600%600 m..

This site, too, fits the description of
Chinese pilgrims very well. Both pilgrims describe
a stupa to the south-east of Lanmo (Ramagrama)
but do not mention the distance. Panditpur could
be their Lanmo - the Kolanagara or Ramagrama
of Buddhist literature and the Chinese pilgrims
(Shrestha,2005, d).

Kanyamai (Devadaha)

Devadaha was the ancient capital of the
Koliya kingdom. It was the maternal hometown of
queen Mayadevi, Prajapati Gautami and princess
Yashodhara. Many potentially rich archaeological
sites are located here: Khayardada, Kumarvarti,
Kanyamai, Bairimai and Bhawanipur. The
Lumbini Development Trust started excavations
in Kanyamai with the help of Department of
Archaeology in A.D. 2011. Two trenches (10x10
m.) was dug out revealing two temple structures
(photo no.9). One trench was extended towards

the west. A square stupa (4.50%4.50m) with 24



courses of brick and a well (5m. in diameter) were
found. A headless Bhusparsa Buddha in stone
(18x22 cm) (photo no. 10), the head of a male
(7.5%7.5 cm) (photo no.11), a female deity(11x8
cm) (photo no.12), a Tara (19x12 cm), a terracotta
diyo (oil lamp), animal and human figurines,a
mask, horses, a tiger, beads, iron nails, potsherds,
motif bricks, a semi precious ring, iron dowels,
charcoal, bones, a copper ring were the antiquities
uncovered. Most of the potsherds were Red Ware
spouted pots, but three pieces of Grey Ware were
also listed. Natural soil was found after digging
320 m down in B square. A stone pedestal
dated Samvat 1157)(photo no.13) and bearing an
inscription(yeh dharma hetu...) displays strong
influences of the Khas Malla culture of western
Nepal. The well has yet to be explored down to
its foundation. The most important fact is that all
the sculptures reported from Kanyamai belong to
Buddhist tradition.

Panditpur

DoA began to excavate Panditapur in
AD. 2012. Senior archaeologist Tara nanda
Mishra (former deputy director of DoA),Sukra
Sagar Shrestha (former chief archaeology officer,
DoA) have been involved in this excavation.
Grey Ware pottery, beads, terra-cotta animal and
human figurines, Kusan- period terra-cotta masks,
miniature pots and a Sunga period terra-cotta ring
well are some of the interesting artifacts reported
so far from this excavation. Panditpur is the most
potentially rich archaeological site in the area.

PDR 1

A first trench was excavated at the site to a
depth of 3.10 m. The terra-cottaring well (22x66cm)
was discoveredin it (photo no.14). In addition,
Northern Black Polished Ware and Painted Grey
Ware potsherds and a piece of a bone arrowhead
were also found.

PDR 11

A second trench contained many pottery
items. The most important discoveries from this
french were a Neolithic celt, a terra-cotta animal
figurine and Painted Grey Ware (photo no.15) and
Red Ware potsherds. The trench was dug 2.75 m in
depth.

PDR III

A third trench was more interesting, in
that it contained deposits ranging from the Painted
Grey Ware period to the Muslim period (photo
no.16). Digging beyond 3.16 m was prevented
owing to water.Glass bangles, a hearth, charcoal,
four terra-cotta Kusan human figurines (photo
no.17), two miniature pots, chalcedony, agate,
chert pieces of semi precious stone, and Northern
Black Polished Ware, and Grey Ware potsherds
came to light.

Excavation at Bhawanipur

§.B.Deoin A.D 1962 identified Bhawanipur,
located in present -day Baghortappa, as
Devdaha. People believe that it is the birthplace
of Mayadevi. There is a Mayadevi temple
in,Bhawanipur,Kerwani  Village Development
Committee ward no 7(Rupendehi District). A
stone pillar, a brick wall structure above the
surface, stone sculptures, Shiva Lingas and a brick
well define it as a potentially rich archaeological
site. The Department of Archaeology initiated to
excavations at this site in A.D. 2012 in response
to untiring efforts on the part of locals. During
the three week excavation, much interesting
information was gathered.

BPR1

A first trench (10x6 m.) was dug to expose
a wall running east to west (photo no.18). Four
different structures emerged : a. an outer wall (5.70
m long, 1.26 m. wide, 0.50 cm high), b. a partition
(5.20 m long, 1.3 m wide, 0.40 cm high} and floor



with rammed brickbats c. the foundation of a
temple (1.39 m long, 0.47cm wide, 0.94 cm high),
d. and an unidentified structure in north -west
corner (1.20 m long, 0.21 m wide,.0.74 cm high).
Antiquities such as a terra-cotta broken animal
figurines, terra-cotta ritual horses, motif bricks,
iron nails and a broken stone sculpture (19x15¢m)
were also found. Most of the potsherds were Red
Ware. The trench was dug down to a depth of 2.45
m on the south -west side. Different sizes of bricks
were discovered, the largest being 29.5x20x5¢m.

BPR 11

A second trench (5%3m) was dug 20 m
west of BPR 1 so as to lay bare the stone pillar.
After a depth of 2.04 m was reached, the pillar
could be identified as a Shivalinga. The stone was
red sand stone. Its height was 1.24 m and breadth
38cm (photo no.19). Two terra-cotta bulls (18x
19 & 17x14cm) (photo 1n0.20), a stone sculpture
of a headless female (26x12cm) (photo no.21),
a headless stone Mayadevi (?) (11x8cm) (photo
no.22) and a stone Ganesh (24x30cm) (photo
n0.23) along with iron nails, and potsherds were
the important finds of this trench.

BPR 111

A third trench was dug 60 m north of
BPR 11. in search of archaeological remains. It
was excavated down to 2.70 m. The finds were
very interesting : terra-cotta miniature pots, a
hopscotch design, terra-cotta broken beads,an
animal figurine, a Mayadevi (?)(photo no.24),
charcoal, bones, horns, iron nails, wattle & daub
(photo no.25) and a posthole (9cm in diameter).
Most of the potsherds were Red Ware but a cord
impression, a spouted pot and a black-slipped
potsherd were interesting exceptions.

BPR 1V
A fourth trench was dug within 20m south
of BPR111 down t02.49 m. Such antiquities as terra-

cotta dabber (9.5 long & 8 cm in diameter) (photo
n0.26), an animal figure, a broken iron dagger,
iron nails, bones and charcoal were collected. Red
Ware potsherds were in the majority among the
pottery. Wattle & daub and post holes were also
found from this trench (photo no.27).

Conclusion

Thesesites wereselected for trial excavation
after a long gap (nearly a hundred years) of no
activity. The Lumbini Development Trust initiated
trial excavation at Kanyamai in A.D.2011 for one
month. It further excavated in A.D. 2012 A.D. for
three months and undertook conservation work
on the structures. The Department of Archaeology
also started trial excavations in Bhawanipur and
Panditpur in A.D. 2012, including three weeks of
field training for up and coming archaeologists.
The finds are encouraging..The sites seems very
prominent, containing as they do extensive
remains of urban habitation. The Department of
Archaeology will serioulsy consider carrying on
these excavations in future.

In sum, then, the outcome of recent
excavations carried in the sacred area of Lumbini
by Unesco and the Lumbini Development Trust
have yielded ample cultural deposits belonging to
the 6th and 5th centuries B.C. (pre Mauryan brick).
Likewise, the excavation report of Gotihawa and
Pipri published by IsIAO, Rome, notes evidence
of chalcolithic period of Narhan culture (1300 B.C.
- 800 B.C.) in Gotihawa, Kapilvastu. This clears up
all earlier doubt about the age of Kapilvastu.
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Figure no.1, Drawing of Ramgram excavation
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Photo no. 1, Lumbini

Photo no.3, Pillar of Niglihawa

Photo no.5, Sagrahawa Photo no.6, Avalokitesor
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Photo no.8, Mayadevi

Photo no. 9, Structure of Kanyamai

Photo no.11, Head of male from Kanyamai Photo no.12, Female Deity from Kanyamai
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Photo no.13, Pedestal of samvat 1157 Photo no. 14, TC ring well, PDR-I

Photo no. 15, Painted Greyware,PDR-II Photo no. 16, Trench of PDR-III

= @ I3
Photo no. 17, Kushan Terracotta figure, PDR-III

Photo no. 18, Trench of BPR-1
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Photo no. 20, Terracotta Bull from BPR-II

Photo no. 22, Stone Mayadevi (?),BPR-II

Photo no. 23, Stone Ganesh,BPR-II Photo no. 24, Terracotta Mayadevi (?),BPR-IlI
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Photo no. 25, Wattle & Daub, BPR-III

"

Photo no. 27, Posthole, BPR-IV
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37 | I S -Fifty li to the east of the city is the
royal garden, called Lumbini; it was here the geen
entered the bath to wash herself, and having come
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and then holding a branch of the (sala) tree in her
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hand, brought forth the prince. When born he walked
Seven steps; two dragon kings washed the prince's
body, -the places where this occurred was afterwards
converted into a well, from which the prist draw their
drinking water.
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T=, gefae afew ‘faeh dres  (qE
®TAT TeA) (Bkah hgyur and Bstan hgyur) &g
WS- In accordance with what happens at the birth
of every Buddha, there fell on his head a stream of
cold water and one of warm, which washed him, and
at the spot where he had been born there appeared a
spring in which his mother bathed.
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'In the north eastern part of the dwelling a
well of pure water appeared of its own accord, wherein
the inhabitants of the gynaeceum, filled with wonder,
performed their rites as in a sacred bathing-place’.

The Buddha - karita-1:42
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17 fer=g eréte aar C-without any pain
whatever and entirely free from all that is unclean,
Bodhisat was born... Though the infant was perfectly
fiee from every impurity, yet [0 render him and his
mother still further clean, two stream of water were
sent by the dewas, like pillar of silver, which, after
performing that which was required, immediately
disappeared. = EH B |
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37 | ==y fafrat arg |2 for T (shui ching-chu)
g~ Vwhen the prince was born the kings of the
Nagas came to the prince and. the one to the left and
the other to the right, squirted water and bathed the
prince. The one Naga was seen to squirt cold water
and the other warm water; this water produced two
pools. Even nowadays the one is cold and the other
is warm'
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‘Notwithstanding this, for the sake of
honouring the Future Buddha and his mother, there
came two stream of water from the sky, and refreshed
the Bobhisattva and his mother.’
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'By the side of these stupas and not far form
No. 24), on the
top of which is the figure of a horse, which was built

them is a great stone pillar (plate L,

by Asoka-raja. Afterwards, by the contrivance of a
wicked dragon, it was broken off in the middle and
fell to the ground. By the side of it is a little river
which flows to the south-east. The people of the
place call it the river of oil. This is the stream which
the Devas caused to appear as a pure and glistening
pool for the queen, when she brought forth her child,
to wash and purify herself in, now it is changed and
become a river, the stream of which is still unctuous.’
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