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In the circumstances provided for under
principle 9, law enforcement officials shall
identify themselves as such and give a clear
warning of their intent to use firearms, with
sufficient time for the warning to be observed,
unless to do so would unduly place the law
enforcement officials at risk or would create a
risk of death or serious harm to other persons,
or would be clearly inappropriate or pointless in
the circumstances of the incident.
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Law enforcement officials shall not use
firearms against persons except in self-defense
or defense of others against the imminent threat
of death or serious injury, to prevent the
perpetration of a particularly serious crime
involving grave threat to life, to arrest a person
presenting such a danger and resisting their
authority, or to prevent his or her escape, and
only when less extreme means are insufficient
to achieve these objectives. In any event,
intentional lethal use of firearms may only be
made when strictly unavoidable in order to
protect life. Adopted by the Eighth United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders, Havana, Cuba,
27 August to 7 September 1990
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In the circumstances provided for under principle

9,

law enforcement officials shall identify

themselves as such and give a clear warning of
their intent to use firearms, with sufficient time
for the warning to be observed, unless to do so
would unduly place the law enforcement officials
at risk or would create a risk of death or serious
harm to other persons, or would be clearly
inappropriate or pointless in the circumstances of
the incident.
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Law enforcement officials shall not use firearms

against persons except in self-defence or defence
of others against the imminent threat of death or
serious injury, to prevent the perpetration of a
particularly serious crime involving grave threat
to life, to arrest a person presenting such a
danger and resisting their authority, or to prevent
his or her escape, and only when less extreme
means are insufficient to achieve these
objectives. In any event, intentional lethal use of
firearms may only be made when strictly
unavoidable in order to protect life.Adopted by
the Eighth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders, Havana, Cuba, 27 August to 7
September 1990
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General Comment 06° : The right
to life (art.6) 04/30/1982,

Sixteenth Session, 1982 HT Y&

6

The protection against arbitrary deprivation of

life which is explicitly required by the third
sentence of article 6 (1) is of paramount
importance. The Committee considers that States
parties should take measures not only to prevent
and punish deprivation of life by criminal acts,
but also to prevent arbitrary killing by their own
security forces. The deprivation of life by the
authorities of the State is a matter of the utmost
gravity. Therefore, the law must strictly control
and limit the circumstances in which a person
may be deprived of his life by such authorities.
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In the circumstances provided for under
principle 9, law enforcement officials shall
identify themselves as such and give a clear
warning of their intent to use firearms, with
sufficient time for the warning to be observed,
unless to do so would unduly place the law
enforcement officials at risk or would create a
risk of death or serious harm to other persons,
or would be clearly inappropriate or pointless
in the circumstances of the incident.
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Law enforcement officials shall not use
firearms against persons except in self-defence
or defence of others against the imminent
threat of death or serious injury, to prevent the
perpetration of a particularly serious crime
involving grave threat to life, to arrest a
person presenting such a danger and resisting
their authority, or to prevent his or her escape,
and only when less extreme means are
insufficient to achieve these objectives. In any
event, intentional lethal use of firearms may
only be made when strictly unavoidable in
order to protect life.Adopted by the Eighth
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders,
Havana, Cuba, 27 August to 7 September
1990
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The protection against arbitrary deprivation of
life which is explicitly required by the third
sentence of article 6 (1) is of paramount
importance. The Committee considers that
States parties should take measures not only to
prevent and punish deprivation of life by
criminal acts, but also to prevent arbitrary
killing by their own security forces. The
deprivation of life by the authorities of the
State is a matter of the utmost gravity.
Therefore, the law must strictly control and
limit the circumstances in which a person may
be deprived of his life by such authorities.
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